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20 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets

100A

101

CONTROL APPARATUS (CONTROLLER)
1

EXTERNAL NODE LAYER 2
ADDRESS STORAGE UNIT

110

|;ACKET CONTROL COMMAND |«

secomnond [\ one coummcarion e

103

GENERATION UNIT

PROCESSING TARGET
PACKET INFORMATION
ACQUISITION UNIT

PATH SEARCH UNIT

105

PROCESSING RULE
GENERATION UNIT

108

FLOW IDENTIFIER
MANAGEMENT UNIT

EXTERNAL NODE POSITION
INFORMATION STORAGE UNIT|
SETTING INFORMATION
ACQUISITION UNIT

102

TOPOLOGY INFORMATION
STORAGE UNIT

109

NODE INFORMATION
STORAGE UNIT

106




US 9,083,612 B2
Page 2

(51) Imt.ClL
HO4L 12/751 (2013.01)
HO4L 12/701 (2013.01)
(56) References Cited

6,181,680
6,577,625
6,728,261
8,687,519
2003/0174715
2009/0041038
2009/0052431
2009/0138577
2010/0111080
2010/0166420
2011/0164503

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

B1* 1/2001 Nagataetal. ................ 370/248
B1 6/2003 Chiou et al.

B1* 4/2004 Sassonetal. ........... 370/466
B2 4/2014 Takacs

Al*  9/2003 Yazaki .....cccooviiiiinns

Al*  2/2009 Martini et al.

Al* 2/2009 Kroeneretal. ........... 370/350
Al 5/2009 Casado et al.

Al* 5/2010 Tiwanaetal. ........... 370/389
Al* 7/2010 Chungetal. .....ccccoceeee. 398/9
Al 7/2011 Yong et al.

JP 2004-282111 A 10/2004
JP 2004-304456 A 10/2004
JP 2006-42044 A 2/2006
JP 2006-245785 A 9/2006
JP 2007-267426 A 10/2007
WO WO 03/043276 Al 5/2003

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

“OpenFlow Switch Specification” Version 1.0.0 (Wire Protocol
0x01), [online], [Searched on Jul. 26, Heisei 22 (2010)], Internet
<URL: http://www.openflowswitch.org/documents/openflow-spec-
v1.0.0.pdf>.

W. Townsley et al., “Layer Two Tunneling Protocol “L2TP””, Net-
work Working Group, Request for Comments: 2661, IETF, Aug.
1999, pp. 1-80.

S. Hanks et al., “Generic Routing Encapsulation”, Network Working
Group, Request for Comments: 1701, IETF, Oct. 1994, pp. 1-8.

L. Martini, Ed. et al., “Encapsulation Methods for Transport of
Ethernet over MPLS Networks”, Network Working Group, Request
for Comments: 4448, IETF, Apr. 2006, pp. 1-24.

Tijima et al., NEC Technical Journal, vol. 62, No. 3, Sep. 25, 2009, pp.
117-120, “S. Jisedai Internet Gijutsu OpenFlow ni yoru Network no.
Shodenryoku Seigyo” (pp. 119-120).

ISR in PCT/2011/068765 dated Sep. 13, 2011.

United States Office Action dated Jan. 2, 2015 in co-pending U.S.
Appl. No. 13/817,979.

Chinese Office Action dated Sep. 9, 2014 with an English translation
thereof.

United States Office Action dated Apr. 28, 2015 in co-pending U.S.
Appl. No. 13/817,979.

* cited by examiner



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 1 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

300N
TVYNY3LX3

Z

—=
qaoce

3AON
IVYNY3LX3

<

—
eQce

0¢¢

N,

3dJON

092 01z TYNY31X3

~, ~ —

AI” 300N 1S¥I4 /4530 300N anoo3S

wm% S40) 30ON ANCOIS

\ Qqole

. 300N
e TVYNA31X3

\\ \I\
.’ eole

SNLYYVddY 108INOD _

l "Old



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 2 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

09¢ 09¢
Ny
1 (msz) /1 (msz1)
| 3QON 1S¥ld |- 7] JGON LSyl
3dON / / 3AdON
AYNY3LX3 | 02¢ 012 TYNY3LX3
z N, N
q omm\i /| s0 /1 0 a0l m\.\
300N GNCO3S 09z 092 300N ONOO3S
~ S Y 7
A mm%% T ") 30om 4o - JAON
_ - RS WNY3LX3
3AoN .’
TYNY3L1X3 vad
P L eoLe
——=
B0ZE (030) SNLVAVIdY TOMINOD \_
ad
V00l

¢ 9ld



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 3 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

V00l

1INN 39VYH01S
NOILYWHO4N! 300N LINN NOLLISINDOV .
— NOILVNYOSNI ONILLIS
901 \..\\
60l ~~  z0l
LINN 3OVHOLS < LINA 3OVHOLS NOILYWHOSN!
NOILYWHOANI ADO10dOL | NOILISOd 3QON T¥NY31X3
L
e x
GolL :
] LINN LNIWIOYNVYIN -
¥IIHILN3AI MOTS > LINN HOYY3S HLYd
\l\ A \i\\ -
801 v 140"
LINN NOLLISINDOY
oy It NOLLYWMOSNI L3HOVd |«
|, 1394V1 ONISS300¥d
— 'y \u\ 3
L0l i €0l
LINN NOILVH3INID - DA
3| GNYIWOD 108 LNOD L3N0V *|LINM NOILYOINAWNOD 3dON 300N ONOD3S
L -
\I\ Y \-\
oLl Lol
LINN 39VHOLS SSINaaV
Z ¥3AV1 300N TYN¥3LX3
L,
\l\
bL
(Y371081LNOD) SNLYHYddY T0H1INOD



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 4 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

20US 'LGeAX0 :adAL JUIE ISOHM
1OVd QOO0 ATVIIGORISd

d34444%0 1180 "1-2H DY

L

#'1'891'261=dl 18Q

20891 °Zhl=dl JUS

PHAS=DYIWQ PYIOUAOVINS

£00S d31S
3AON /
VYNY3LX3 Z-ZHOV:ZUOd

09¢ 09¢

1=$0L
?°L'894 'Z6b=dl 1SQ
€089L Z6k=dl OUS
ETHOVW=DVIQ
T LHOVN=DYIS
{2008 g3.1S)

(msz)
JAON 18¥I4

JAON 1Syl

Z-LHOVIN ZVod

q
i
q omm\t )
3CON GNODES
09¢ 09¢ L LHOVI: LUOd
Y /I/
0z3 L-ZHOVW: Luod (msz) (msz1)
\ 300N LS¥id |- 300N LSuyld
3AON
TYNHILX /7
4434440 1450 ‘T°ZH DVIN -O¥S N ’
\\.\\ *Lgeaxp "adA} 1913 ISOHM \ ’
€0zt _ 13XV G001 ATIVOIA0RI2d (040) SHLYHYAdY 10ULNCO _

v'L 89} Z6b=dl 10
2'0'g9L¢BY=dl DMS
BINOYA=OVNG
AS=OVIN
L00S d3LS

3AON
IVNH3LX3

——

moozwmwoomm aole

3AON

IVYNY3LX3
~
gl

v Ol



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 5 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

JAQON QNODIS HOV3 OL
(37NY ONISSIO0Hd 40 ONILLIS ONIANTINI)
L, JONMLINOD ¥0O4 SONVIWWOD LIWSNYHL

yad 3

Gv
JINY ONISSTO0Hd FLVHINID

\.\\ '

144

el 7
1944
SS3HAAY € Y3AVT NOILVYNILSId
L ONILLINSNVYHL Niv1490
N< Fy
g3SS300dd 39 OL 13IN0ovd
" NO NOILYIWHOANI NIV 180
_.<\..\ ry

Cw D

SS3HAAY € Y3AV1 NOILVYNILSZA
| ONILLINSNYYL ONISN HLYd HOYV3S

Cwe

G Old



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 6 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

3AON
IVYNY3ILX3

<

—=
q02¢

ZZHOVYWIZUOd

4 $40)
300N ONOD3S

/

3AON
TVYNY3LX3

Z

—=
B0CE

b u,_h«_aa

AAAAXO=adAuauIa
SHAS=0VING
LEAS=OVNS

09¢
N
4| (msz) Al (mszV)
| 3QON 1Syid 4| 300N 1s¥id
3aON
'z \ b TYNYILX3
zLowwared \ /- §30 -
.| 30on anooas qole
09¢ L LHOVIN LMo A
/ \ v\ .
(Mmsz) /] (mszn o 3AON
300N 1syid}-- -~ | 300N LS P IYNYILX3
- LvvedY 10 5 |

9 'Old




US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 7 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

300N
TVYNY3ILX3

Z

q0c¢

\|\

3AON
IVYNY3LX3

2

\\

B0cE

3AON
TVYNY3LX3

P

—=

q0¢c

300N

TYNY3LX3

.\I\

eoce

A4

ove

N

" {(s40)

. |3AON ONOO3S

N

" (s10)

| 300N ONOO3S

09¢

Ny

092

(Mms21)

| 300N 1su4

I

09¢

(Mmsz1)

I

~ | 300N L5y

(msz)

B ELIE

(msz1)

“ | 300N 15914

ﬁN“H (040} SNLYHYIAY TOUINOD

\\

VY00l

0ec
~
/| (s30)
- |3g0N aNoo3S
3AdON
8 (840} I_<z mm.—.xm
“-] 3CONAONCO3S
\-\
qole
3dON
TVYNY3ILX3
\u\
E0LE

L ©Old



US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 8 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

SUOHDY

SIVRUNOY

yod
5P dArNvdoL

wod suq
USION/AOL | SOLdl

1020030:d
dl

vQO
dl

Amoug

vS di NYIA

Qi NVIA

adhy
g3

V343 | vseus

uod
ssabu)

—

37NY ONIHOLVIA -Spiold J9pesH

- 8'9l4




US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 9 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

(VS dl ATIVNSN) SS81ppY [090)0.d
uoneunsaq ‘ (y@ 19Ul ATIVNSN) SS2ippy alempley uoijeunsaq
WS dl ATIVNSN) SSa4ppy |090j01d da1nos ‘ (¢S 1ay13

ATIVNSN) ssaippy aJempiel 821nog ‘(jodojoud di) uonesado dyv
(J10d 1sp
ddn/ddL) apod dNDI ' (10d IS dan/dd1) @dAL dINDI diNOI
Siiq SO0l dl ‘0}oid dI 'v@ di 'VS dl PAd|
Ajoud z<._>.e NVIA'9dAL 19Yi3 'vq 18y13 'yS 19yig Jauiayl]
110d SSalbu| |edisAyd
ai3id H3IAVT
6 9Old




US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 10 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

NOILOY NOILINI43d HOAN3A dOAN3A

}od uoljeulsaq dan/dJl 3Lvadn 1SQ°dL°13S

Hod 92.n0§ dan/doL 31vadn J4s'd1l L3S

SO0l di 31vadn SOL'MN"13S

va di 3Lvadn 1SA"MN'13S

VS dl 31vadn JUS MN L3S

(V@ J94i3) va JYIN 3Lvdadn 150710°13S

(VS 434i3) VS JVIN 31vadn 4SS 10138

@l NVA 3131730 NVIA dI4LS

filiolid NYIA 31vadn dJd'NYIA'13S

dl NVIA 3Lvadn QINNVIAN'LIS

140d @314193dS 01 1nd1NO 1nd1no
NOILOV 40 IN3INOD NOILOV 40 JWVN

0l ©Old




US 9,083,612 B2

Sheet 11 of 11

Jul. 14, 2015

U.S. Patent

3AO0N

IVNY31X3

Z

\I\
0ce

0¢c

0ec

09¢

] S40) 300N ANCO3S

/-I

Z:1$30) AON ANOOIS

|
{
i
'
!
!
|
{

Z:1(mSZ) SGON LSHId

/

- - —_ .

300N

TYNA3LX3

~
0ce

1] ¥4
N

/:1S:30) 3A0N ANOD3S

3AON

{D40) SNLYHVIEY TQUINOD

TVYNY3LX3

~
ole

L1 Ol



US 9,083,612 B2

1

COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, CONTROL
APPARATUS, COMMUNICATION METHOD,
AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention is based upon and claims the benefit
of the priority of Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-
185429 (filed on Aug. 20, 2010), the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a communication system, a
control apparatus, a communication method, and a program.
More specifically, the invention relates to a communication
system including a node that performs packet forwarding by
referring to an entry associating a port of the own node and
address information of a node to which the packet forwarding
can be performed from the port, and a node that performs
forwarding of a received packet or the like according to a
packet handling operation associating a process to be applied
to the packet and a matching rule for identifying the packet to
which the process is to be applied, a control apparatus, a
communication method, and a program.

BACKGROUND

Each of Non Patent Literatures 1 and 2 describes a network
architecture referred to as “OpenFlow”. The OpenFlow is a
network architecture where a control apparatus referred to as
an OpenFlow controller controls an OpenFlow switch. In the
OpenFlow, a packet forwarding function to be played by the
OpenFlow switch and a path control function to be played by
the OpenFlow controller are separated according to a flow
control protocol. Then, the controller performs control over
the OpenFlow switch, using a unified Application Program
Interface (API). In the OpenFlow, packet control is performed
for each flow used as a granularity of the control, in order to
achieve a high speed data path and to reduce cost for the
control.

The above-mentioned OpenFlow switch (which may be
hereinafter written as an “OFS”) includes a secure channel for
communication with the OpenFlow controller and a flow
table in which appropriate addition or rewriting is instructed
from the OpenFlow controller. In the flow table, a set of a
matching rule (Header Fields/matching rule) to be matched
against a packet header, flow statistical information
(Counters), and actions (Actions) defining processing con-
tents is defined for each flow (see “3. Flow Table” on page 2
of Non Patent Literature 2).

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing a packet han-
dling operation (flow entry) stored in the flow table. (Exact)
values each for determining whether or not there is a match
and wildcards (wild cards) can be set in respective fields of the
matching rule (Header Fields/matching rule).

Details of the respective fields in FIG. 8 are described in
“Table 3 on page 4 of Non Patent Literature 2. Each field in
FIG. 8 can be associated with each layer of a hierarchical
model, as shown in FIG. 9.

FIG. 10 illustrates names of actions and contents of the
actions defined in Non Patent Literature 2. OUTPUT is an
action for outputting a packet to a specified port (interface).
SET_VLAN_VID down to SET_TP_DST are actions for
modifying the fields of the packet header. When a code of
“SET_DL_DST” is set in an action field, for example, a
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process of “updating the MAC DA (of a destination appara-

tus) of a packet matching the packet handling operation (flow

entry)” is performed.

The Flow statistical information (Counters) in FIG. 8
includes the counters that record the numbers of packets and
the number of bytes for each flow and the number of packets
and the number of bytes for each port and an elapsed period of
time (session continuation time: duration) since the packet
was last received. The flow statistical information is used for
determining whether or not the packet handling operation
(flow entry) is to be deleted or not (see “Table 4” in Non Patent
Literature 2).

When the OpenFlow switch receives a first packet (first
packet), for example, the OpenFlow switch searches the flow
table for a packet handling operation (flow entry) having a
matching rule that matches header information of the
received packet. When the packet handling operation (flow
entry) matching the received packet is found as a result of the
search, the OpenFlow switch executes processing content
described in the action field of the entry on the received
packet. On the other hand, when the packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry) having the matching rule that matches the
received packet is not found as a result of the search, the
OpenFlow switch forwards information on the received
packet (or the received packet itself) to the OpenFlow con-
troller via a secure channel, asks the OpenFlow controller to
determine a packet path based on the transmission source and
the transmitting destination of the received packet, receives a
flow entry that implements this path to update the flow table.
Thereafter, when the OpenFlow switch receives a packet
matching the added packet handling operation (flow entry),
the OpenFlow switch can execute the corresponding process-
ing content without making an inquiry to the OpenFlow con-
troller.

A message to be exchanged between the OpenFlow switch
and the OpenFlow controller over the secure channel is
described in “4 Secure Channel” on page 9 of Non Patent
Literature 2. The OpenFlow controller in the above-men-
tioned Patent Literatures 1 and 2 collects flow statistical infor-
mation (Counters) from the OpenFlow switch that operates as
described above, dynamically sets a path (flow entry (packet
handling operation) that implements the path) for each Open-
Flow switch according to the communication policy and the
current load state of the network. The OpenFlow controller
can thereby perform path control, load distribution, and the
like according to the communication policy.

Patent Literatures 1 and 2 and Non Patent Literatures 3 to
5 are literatures that disclose a technology for implementing
tunneling by encapsulation. Patent Literatures 3 and 4 are
literatures that implement tunneling by header rewriting
without using encapsulation. Relevance of these literatures
with the present invention will be described later.

[Patent Literature 1]

International Publication No. W02003/043276

[Patent Literature 2]

JP Patent Kokai Publication No. JP2007-267426A

[Patent Literature 3]

JP Patent Kokai Publication No. JP2006-42044A

[Patent Literature 4]

JP Patent Kokai Publication No. JP2006-245785A

[Non Patent Literature 1]

Nick McKeown and seven other authors, “OpenFlow:
Enabling Innovation in Campus Networks”, [on line],
[Searched on July 26, Heisei 22 (2010)], Internet <URL:
http://wwvv.openflowswitch.org//documents/openflow-
wp-latest.pdf>
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[Non Patent Literature 2]

“OpenFlow Switch Specification” Version 1.0.0 (Wire Pro-
tocol 0x01), [online], [Searched on July 26, Heisei 22
(2010)], Internet <URL.: http://www.openflowswiteh.org/
documents/openflow-spec-v1.0.0.pdf>

[Non Patent Literature 3]

W. Townsley and five other authors, “Layer Two Tunneling
Protocol “L2TP*, “Network Working Group, Request for
Comments: 2661, IETF, August 1999

[Non Patent Literature 4]

S. Hanks and three other authors, “Generic Routing Encap-
sulation”, Network Working Group, Request for Com-
ments: 1701, IETF, October 1994

[Non Patent Literature 5]

L. Martini, Ed. and three other authors, “Encapsulation Meth-
ods for Transport of Ethernet over MPLS Networks”, Net-
work Working Group, Request for Comments: 4448, IETF,
April 2006

SUMMARY

Each disclosure of the above-listed Patent Literatures and

Non Patent Literatures is incorporated herein by reference.
The following analysis is made by the inventors of the present
invention.
Now, lets us consider communication between OFSs in an
environment where OFSs 210 to 230 and a layer 2 switch
(L2SW) 260 such as a switching hub that forwards a packet
by referring to a MAC (Media Access Control) address table
coexist, as shown in FIG. 11.

Each of the OSFs 210 to 230 can freely modify the packet
header of a packet or the like, and the layer 2 switch (L2SW)
260 performs the operation of forwarding the packet by refer-
ring to the MAC address table. Then, by using a tunneling
technique, the layer 2 switch (L2SW) can be made to perform
a relay operation. To take an example, using one of
IEEE802.1ah (in Patent Literature 1) and layer 2TP (in Non
Patent Literature 3) of layer 2 tunneling protocols or one of
GRE (in Non Patent Literature 4) and Ethernet over MPLS (in
Non Patent Literature 5) of layer 3 tunneling protocols, the
relay can be achieved. The relay can be achieved by encap-
sulation for adding the header of the tunneling protocol to the
payload of the packet when forwarding the packet from the
OFS 210 to the layer 2 switch (L2SW) 110 and decapsulation
for removing the tunneling protocol header from the payload
of'the packet when forwarding the packet to the OFS 220 from
the layer 2 switch (L2SW) 260.

In the OpenFlow protocol version 1.0.0 in Non Patent
Literature 2, however, the tunneling as mentioned above is not
defined as a standard. As a result, the tunneling function
described in each of Patent Literatures 1 and 2 and Non Patent
Literatures 3 to 5 becomes an implementation depending on
each switch. Compatibility is thereby impaired.

Next, a method capable of implementing tunneling by
packet header rewriting described in each of Patent Litera-
tures 3 and 4 will be considered. In the method in Patent
Document 3, for example, each of first and second tunneling
apparatuses is physically and logically connected to a plural-
ity of IP networks. Then, an IP address is assigned to each of
the first and second tunneling apparatuses from each of the
connected IP networks. When a first communication appara-
tus connected to the first tunneling apparatus and having an IP
address and a second communication apparatus connected to
the second tunneling apparatus and having an IP address
perform communication via one of the IP networks, tunneling
is implemented between the first tunneling apparatus and the
second tunneling apparatus only by IP address translation.
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4

More specifically, each of the first tunneling apparatus and
the second tunneling apparatus in Patent Literature 3 prepares
and holds transformation tables each constituted from a set of
“the IP address of its own tunneling apparatus on a default
route”, “the IP address of a partner tunneling apparatus on the
default route”, “the IP address of its own tunneling apparatus
for forming a tunnel”, “the IP address of the partner tunneling
apparatus for forming the tunnel”, and “the IP address of a
communication apparatus”.

When the first tunneling apparatus receives an IP packet
from the first communication apparatus, the first tunneling
apparatus searches in the translation tables to find the trans-
lation table whose “IP address of a communication appara-
tus” and “IP address of a partner tunneling apparatus on the
default route” match the transmission source address and the
destination address of the received IP packet, thereby deriv-
ing the associated “IP address of its own tunneling apparatus
for forming a tunnel” and the associated “IP address of the
partner tunneling apparatus for forming the tunnel”. Then, the
first tunneling apparatus respectively translates the transmis-
sion source IP address and the destination IP address included
in the received IP packet into the derived “IP address of its
own tunneling apparatus for forming the tunnel” and the “IP
address of the partner tunneling apparatus for forming the
tunnel”, and then forwards the packet to the IP network.

When the second tunneling apparatus receives the IP
packet from the IP network, the second tunneling apparatus
searches the translation tables to find the translation table
whose “IP address of'its own tunneling apparatus for forming
a tunnel” and the “IP address of the partner tunneling appa-
ratus for forming the tunnel” match the destination IP address
and the transmission source IP address number included in
the received IP packet, thereby deriving the associated “IP
address of a partner tunneling apparatus on the default route”
and the associated “IP address of a communication appara-
tus”. Then, the second tunneling apparatus respectively trans-
lates the transmission source IP address and the destination IP
address included in the received IP packet into the derived “IP
address of the partner tunneling apparatus for forming the
tunnel” and the “IP address of the communication apparatus”,
and then forwards the IP packet to the second communication
apparatus.

In the method disclosed in Patent Literature 3 as mentioned
above, IP address translation is performed. This method can
be accommodated by replacing the first and second tunneling
apparatus with OpenFlow switches defined in Non Patent
Literature 2.

In the method disclosed in Patent Literature 3, however, a
translation destination IP address is necessary for each com-
munication apparatus, and each layer 2 switch disposed
between the first and second tunneling apparatuses learns a
MAC address for each IP address. Thus, there is a problem
that the number of communication apparatuses for which
tunneling is allowed depends on the number of MAC
addresses that can be learned by the layer 2 switch. The
number of entries in a MAC address table is normally 4096 to
98304 entries. The number of the MAC addresses obtained by
subtracting the number of tunneling apparatuses from the
number of the entries in the MAC address table is an upper
limit.

Normally, in 300 seconds, time-out occurs for each entry in
the MAC address table, and each entry disappears (this phe-
nomenon is also referred to as aging (Aging)). The MAC
address that has not been learned is broadcast all over the
network. Thus, there is also a problem that as many as 328
broadcast packets/second on average are generated in order to
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maintain the network such that an upper limit of 98,304
entries of the MAC addresses are not deleted, thereby placing
a heavy load on the network.

Further, in the method described in Patent Document 4,
information on an output port is given to a packet, thereby
reducing a burden of a transmitting destination port resolu-
tion process at a router on an exit side. However, there
remains the above-mentioned problem that, according to the
number of IP addresses and the number of entries in a MAC
address table, the number of communication apparatuses for
which tunneling is allowed is constrained.

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
mentioned situation. It is an object of the present invention
therefore to provide a configuration that allows implementa-
tion of tunneling in an environment where a forwarding node
(first node) such as a switching hub and a node (second node)
compliant with specifications in Non Patent Literature 2
coexist, wherein a constraint on the number of communica-
tion terminals for which the tunneling is allowed can be
eliminated, and a network load can also be reduced.

According to a first aspect, of the present invention, there is

provided a communication system, comprising:
a first node(s) that forwards a received packet by referring to
an address table associating a port(s) of an own first node(s)
and address information of a node(s) to which the received
packet may be forwarded from the port(s);

at least one second node disposed on each of an entry side
and an exit side of a packet forwarding path that passes via the
first node(s), each of the at least one second node comprising
a packet processing unit that processes the received packet
according to a packet handling operation associating a pro-
cess to be applied to the packet and a matching rule for
identifying the packet to which the process is to be applied;
and

a control apparatus that sets the packet handling operation
in the second node;

the control apparatus comprising:

apath search unit that determines a packet forwarding path,
one of the at least one second node, located on the exit side of
the packet forwarding path, and an output port of the second
node located on the exit side of the packet forwarding path in
order to transmit the packet belonging to a new flow to a target
address, based on a request from one ofthe at least one second
node, located on the entry side; and

apacket control command generation unit, the packet con-
trol command generation unit setting in one of the at least one
second node located upstream of the first node on the packet
forwarding path a packet handling operation for writing flow
identification information associated with the output portin a
field of a packet header not to be referred to when the first
node forwards the packet and rewriting address information
in the packet header such that the packet arrives at the second
node on the exit side, and then causing the packet to be
forwarded, the packet control command generation unit set-
ting in the second node located on the exit side of the packet
forwarding path a packet handling operation for causing the
packet with the flow identification information given thereto
to be transmitted from the port associated with the flow iden-
tification information.

According to a second aspect, there is provided a control
apparatus, connected to a first node(s) that forwards a
received packet by referring to an address table associating a
port(s) of an own first node(s) and address information of a
node(s) to which the received packet may be forwarded from
the port, and at least one second node disposed on each of an
entry side and an exit side of a packet forwarding path that
passes via the first node(s), each of the at least one second
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node comprising a packet processing unit that processes the
received packet according to a packet handling operation
associating a process to be applied to the packet and a match-
ing rule for identifying the packet to which the processis to be
applied, the control apparatus comprising:

a path search unit that determines a packet forwarding path,
one of the at least one second node located on the exit side of
the packet forwarding path, and an output port of the second
node located on the exit side of the packet forwarding path in
order to transmit the packet belonging to a new flow to a target
address, based on a request from one of the at least one second
node, located on the entry side; and

apacket control command generation unit, the packet con-
trol command generation unit setting in one of the at least one
second node located upstream of the first node on the packet
forwarding path a packet handling operation for writing flow
identification information associated with the output portin a
field of a packet header not to be referred to when the first
node forwards the packet and rewriting address information
in the packet header such that the packet arrives at the second
node on the exit side, and then causing the packet to be
forwarded, the packet control command generation unit set-
ting in the second node located on the exit side of the packet
forwarding path a packet handling operation for causing the
packet with the flow identification information given thereto
to be transmitted from the port associated with the flow iden-
tification information.

According to a third aspect, there is provided a communi-
cation method by a control apparatus, connected to a first
node(s) that forwards a received packet by referring to an
address table associating a port(s) of an own first node(s) and
address information of a node to which the received packet
may be forwarded from the port(s) and at least one second
node disposed on each of an entry side and an exit side of a
packet forwarding path that passes via the first node, each of
the at least one second node comprising a packet processing
unit that processes the received packet according to a packet
handling operation associating a process to be applied to the
packet and a matching rule for identifying the packet to which
the process is to be applied, the communication method being
for causing the packet to be forwarded from one of the at least
one second node, on the entry side to one of the at least one
second node, on the exit side via the first node(s), the com-
munication method comprising the steps of:

determining a packet forwarding path, the second node
located on the exit side of the packet forwarding path, and an
output port of the second node located on the exit side of the
packet forwarding path in order to transmit the packet belong-
ing to a new flow to a target address, based on a request from
the second node located on the entry side;

setting in one of the at least one second node located
upstream of the first node on the packet forwarding path a
packet handling operation for writing flow identification
information associated with the output port in a field of a
packet header not to be referred to when the first node for-
wards the packet and rewriting address information in the
packet header such that the packet arrives at the second node
on the exit side, and then causing the packet to be forwarded;
and

setting in the second node located on the exit side of the
packet forwarding path a packet handling operation for caus-
ing the packet with the flow identification information given
thereto to be transmitted from the port associated with the
flow identification information. This method is linked with a
specific machine, which is a computer comprising the control
apparatus that controls the second nodes.
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According to a fourth aspect, there is provided a program
for a computer comprising a control apparatus connected to a
first node(s) that forwards a received packet by referring to an
address table associating a port(s) of an own first node(s) and
address information of a node(s) to which the received packet
may be forwarded from the port(s) and at least one second
node disposed on each of an entry side and an exit side of a
packet forwarding path that passes via the first node(s), the at
least one second node comprising a packet processing unit
that processes the received packet according to a packet han-
dling operation associating a process to be applied to the
packet and a matching rule for identifying the packet to which
the process is to be applied, the program causing the computer
to execute the processes of:

determining a packet forwarding path, one of the at least
one second node, located on the exit side of the packet for-
warding path, and an output port of the second node, located
on the exit side of the packet forwarding path in order to
transmit the packet belonging to a new flow to a target
address, based on a request from one ofthe at least one second
node located on the entry side;

setting in one of the at least one second node, located
upstream of the first node on the packet forwarding path a
packet handling operation for writing flow identification
information associated with the output port in a field of a
packet header not to be referred to when the first node for-
wards the packet and rewriting address information in the
packet header such that the packet arrives at the second node
on the exit side, and then causing the packet to be forwarded;
and

setting in the second node located on the exit side of the
packet forwarding path a packet handling operation for caus-
ing the packet with the flow identification information given
thereto to be transmitted from the port associated with the
flow identification information. This program may be
recorded in a computer readable recording medium. That is,
the present invention may also be embodied as a computer
program product.

The meritorious effects of the present invention are sum-
marized as follows.

According to the present invention, in an environment
where a first forwarding node(s) and second node(s) compli-
ant with specifications in Non Patent Literature 2 coexist, it
becomes possible to eliminate a constraint on the number of
communication terminals for which tunneling is allowed and
also to reduce a network load.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining an outline summary of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an overall configuration of a
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a detailed configuration
of a control apparatus in the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining operation of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing the operation of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows an example of a different packet forwarding
path that can be implemented in the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an overall configuration of a
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a configuration of a flow entry
described in Non Patent Literature 2.
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FIG. 9 is a table showing a correspondence relationship
between each field of the flow entry in FIG. 8 and a layer.

FIG. 10 is a table showing names of actions and contents of
the actions described in Non Patent Literature 2.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a configuration in which a
first node and second nodes coexist.

PREFERRED MODES

First, the outline of an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention will be described with reference to a draw-
ing. As shown in FIG. 1, the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention can be implemented by an environment
where a first node 260, second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 and
a control apparatus 100 are included. The first node 260
forwards a received packet by referring to an address table
holding information on the address of a node connected to a
port(s) of own node (firstnode) 260. Each of the second nodes
(OFSs) 210 and 220 includes a packet processing unit that
processes the received packet according to a packet handling
operation that associates a process to be applied to the packet
and a matching rule for identitying the packet to which the
process to be applied. At least one of the second node (OFS)
210, 220 is disposed on each of an entry side and an exit side
of a packet forwarding path that passes vis the first node(s).
The control apparatus 100 sets the packet handling operation
in (each of) the second nodes 210 and 220. As to reference
symbol in the drawing appended to this outline, it is appended
to each element for the sake of convenience, as an example for
helping understanding of the disclosure, and there is no inten-
sion to limit the present invention to the mode(s) illustrated in
the drawing(s).

The control apparatus 100 includes a path search unit and
apacket control command generation unit. Based on a request
from the second node 210 of the second nodes located on the
entry side as seen from an external node (such as an external
node 310a) for forwarding a packet, the path search unit
determines a packet forwarding path, the second node on the
exit side of the packet forwarding path, and the output port of
the second node, in order to transmit the packet belonging to
a new flow to a target address. The packet control command
generation unit sets in the second node (second node 210 in
the case of FIG. 1) located upstream of the first node on the
packet forwarding path a packet handling operation for writ-
ing flow identification information associated with the output
portin a field of a packet header not to be referred to when the
first node forwards the packet and rewriting address informa-
tion in the packet header so that the packet will arrive at the
second node on the exit side, and then causing the packet to be
forwarded. The packet control command generation unit sets
in the second node located on the exit side of the packet
forwarding path a packet handling operation for causing the
packet with the flow identification information given thereto
to be transmitted from the port associated with the flow iden-
tification information.

Assume, for example, that when the external node 310a
transmits a packet to an external node 320a, the control appa-
ratus 100 determines to forward the packet in the order of the
second node (OFS) 210, the first node 260, and the second
node (OFS) 220 and then to causes the packet to be output
from a first port of the second node (OFS) 220, by referring to
a network topology and positions to which the external node
310qa and the external node 3204 are connected.

In this case, the control apparatus 100 sets in the second
node (OFS) 210 on the entry side a packet handling operation
for writing the flow identification information (such as #1)
associated with the output port in the field of the packet
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header (such as an IP ToS bits field in FIG. 8) not to be
referred to when the first node 260 forwards the packet and
rewriting the MAC address of the packet header to the MAC
address of the second node on the exit side, and then causing
the packet to be forwarded.

Further, the control apparatus 100 sets in the second node
(OFS) 220 located on the exit side of the packet forwarding
path the packet handling operation setting an action for caus-
ing the packet with the flow identification information given
thereto to be transmitted from the port associated with the
flow identification information.

With the above arrangement, the packet header is rewritten
at the second node (OFS) 210 on the entry side. Thus, the
packet transmitted from the external node 310a is forwarded
in the order of the first node 260 and the second node (OFS)
220 onthe exit side, and is then output from the first port of the
second node 220, thereby arriving at the external node 320a.

The contents of the packet header to be modified and writ-
ten by the control apparatus 100 in this case are the flow
identification information (such as #1) and the address infor-
mation for causing the packet to arrive at the second node 220
onthe exit side. For this reason, same address information can
be used for a same path even if one or both of the external
nodes are different. Thus, there almost disappears a constraint
on the number of terminals (the number of external nodes) for
which tunneling is allowed based on the upper limit of the
number of entries in a MAC address table described at the
beginning of the description. On the other hand, each flow can
be identified by flow identification information even if the
same path is used. Thus, the second node 220 can be made to
identify a forwarding destination for each flow.

FIRST EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT

Next, a first exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to drawings.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an overall configuration of the
first exemplary embodiment. Referring to FIG. 2, the con-
figuration including a plurality of first nodes 260, second
nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220, and a control apparatus (OFS)
100A capable of controlling the second nodes (OFSs) 210
and 220 is shown.

Each of the first nodes 260 is a relay apparatus such as a
switching hub, a repeater hub, or the like that is not controlled
by the control apparatus (OFC) 100A. A description will be
given below, assuming that the first node 260 is a layer 2
switch (L2SW) equivalent to the switching hub.

Each of the second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 is a relay
apparatus equivalent to an OpenFlow switch compliant with
specifications in Non Patent Literature 2 which includes a
flow table holding a packet handling operation (flow entry)
and a packet processing unit for processing a received packet
according to the packet handling operation (flow entry).
External nodes 310a and 3105 are connected to the second
node (OFS) 210, and external nodes 320a and 3205 are con-
nected to the second node (OFS) 220. In the example in FIG.
2, only the second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 are shown. A
second node (OFS) may be disposed at an arbitrary position
other than the positions where the second nodes (OFSs) 210
and 220 are disposed. To take an example, a configuration
may also be adopted where the second node (OFS) is disposed
between the first nodes 260 to forward a packet, rewrite a
packetheader, discard a packet or the like according to control
by the control apparatus (OFC) 100A.

The external node(s) 310qa, 3105, 3204, and 3205 is a user
terminal, a server that provides a service according to a
request from a user terminal, a VPN (Virtual Private Network)
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client that is connected to a network according to a request
from a user terminal, or the like.

The control apparatus (OFC) 100A is an apparatus that
controls the second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220, like the open
flow controller described in Non Patent Literatures 1 and 2. A
difference of the control apparatus (OFC) 100A from the
open flow controller in Non Patent Literatures 1 and 2 will be
described later, with reference to FIG. 3.

In the following description, the second nodes (OFSs) 210
and 220 and the first nodes (L.2SW) 260 will be referred to as
a “domain” as a whole.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a detailed configuration
of'the control apparatus (OFC) 100A. Referring to FIG. 3, the
configuration including a node communication unit 101, a
setting information acquisition unit 102, a processing target
packet information acquisition unit 103, a path search unit
104, an external node position information storage unit 105, a
topology information storage unit 106, a packet handling
operation generation unit 107, a flow identifier management
unit 108, a node information storage unit 109, a packet control
command generation unit 110, and an external node layer 2
address storage unit 111 is shown. The node communication
unit 101 performs communication for control with each of the
second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220. The setting information
acquisition unit 102 obtains setting information from an out-
side. The processing target packet information acquisition
unit 103 obtains information on a packet to be processed from
the node communication unit 101 and the setting information
acquisition unit 102. The path search unit 104 searches a
forwarding path for the packet to be processed. The external
node position information storage unit 105 stores a corre-
spondence relationship among each layer 3 address(es), the
second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 each holding the layer 3
address, and flow(s) (matching rule). The topology informa-
tion storage unit 106 manages a network topology including
the second nodes (OFS) 210 and 220 and the first nodes
(L2SW). The packet handling operation generation unit 107
performs generation of a packet handling operation (flow
entry) including assignment of a unique ID (hereinafter
referred to as a “flow identifier”) capable of uniquely identi-
fying a flow. The flow identifier management unit 108 man-
ages the flow identifier and an action that can be assigned. The
node information storage unit 109 stores a correspondence
relationship between each port of the second nodes (OFSs)
210 and 220 connected to the first node (L2SW) 260 and an
address (MAC address) used by each of the second nodes
(OFSs) 210 and 220 for communication with the first node
(L2SW) 260. The packet control command generation unit
110 causes each of the second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 to
set the generated packet handling operation (flow entry) and
execute a transmission operation of a learning packet. The
external node layer 2 address storage unit 111 stores layer 2
addresses of the external nodes 310a to 3205.

Configurations of the above-mentioned respective pro-
cessing units (processing means) of the control apparatus
(OFC)100A shown in FIG. 3 are illustrated in order to plainly
explain the present invention. The configurations may arbi-
trarily be consolidated or further subdivided. The respective
processing units (processing means) of the control apparatus
(OFC) 100A may also be implemented by a computer pro-
gram that causes a computer constituting the control appara-
tus (OFC) 100A to execute each process that will be described
later, using hardware of the computer.

A flow (matching rule) herein may be a matching condition
(that can use a wildcard) in an arbitrary field in each layer
shown in FIG. 9. An entry port of the second node may be
specified for the flow.
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Configurations of the respective units of the control appa-
ratus (OFC)100A will be described below, using a case where
apacket addressed to the external node 3205 has entered into
the second node (OFS) 210 from the external node 3105 in
FIG. 4, as an example.

The node communication unit 101 establishes a control
session with each of the second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220
and performs control command transmission and reception.
For control commands, an OpenFlow protocol described in
Non Patent Literature 2 may be used. Alternatively, a CUI
(command line interface) via Telnet or an SNMP (Simple
Network Management Protocol) may be used to perform
communication.

The setting information acquisition unit 103 is a unit for
reading setting information from an external file or a data-
base.

The processing target packet information acquisition unit
103 obtains the transmitting destination layer 3 address of the
packet to be processed through the node communication unit
101 and the setting information acquisition unit 102. When
the control apparatus 100A receives a (Packet-in) message
requesting setting of a packet handling operation (flow entry)
from the second node (OFS) 210, the processing target packet
information acquisition unit 103 obtains the IP (Internet Pro-
tocol) address from information on the packet or the packet
header received from the second node (OFS) 210, as the layer
3 address, through the node communication unit 101.

The path search unit 104 obtains from the external node
position information storage unit 105 the position of the
external node corresponding to the layer 3 destination
address, or the second node (OFS) 220 that is located at the
exit of the domain and will be a transmitting destination and
the flow (matching rule), and then searches a path according
to the network topology stored in the topology information
storage unit 106. The following description will be given,
assuming that the path from the second node (OFS) 210 as the
entry of the domain to the second node (OFS) 220 through a
plurality of the first nodes (L2SWs) 260 has been calculated
for the packet addressed to the external node 3205, which has
been transmitted from the external node 3105, in FIG. 2.

The packet handling operation generation unit 107 assigns
a unique ID (hereinafter referred to as a “flow identifier”)
capable of uniquely identifying the flow at the second node
(OFS) 220 that will be the transmitting destination, by refer-
ring to the flow identifier management unit 108, specifies an
action for causing a forwarding process from a predetermined
port or the like to be executed, thereby generating the packet
handling operation (flow entry). The packet handling opera-
tion generation unit 107 registers in the flow identifier man-
agement unit 108 the flow identifier and the action that have
been generated.

The flow identifier may be generated by various methods if
the second node (OFS) 220 can identify the flow. To take an
example, the flow identifier may be generated into a unique
composite key by incorporating one or both of the layer 3
transmission source address and the transmitting destination
layer 3 address. The flow identifier may be assigned to be a
unique composite key by incorporating the input port of the
second node (OFS) 220 that will be the transmitting destina-
tion, as well. Alternatively, the flow identifier may be
assigned to be a unique composite key by incorporating one
or both of the transmission source layer 2 address and the
transmitting destination layer 2 address used for communi-
cation through the first nodes (L2SW) 260.

The action may include a command to add an identifier for
multiplexing the network at the exit port, in addition to a
command for causing output of the packet from the specified
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port to be executed as described above. As the identifier for
multiplexing at the exit port, a TAG-VLAN ID of
IEEE802.1Q, a service VLAN tag (S-TAG), a service VLAN
identifier (S-VID), a customer VLLAN tag (C-TAG), or the like
of IEEE802.1ad, in Ethernet (registered trade mark) can be
pointed out. Alternatively, a label of MPLS (Multi-Protocol
Label Switching) that operates at a layer referred to as a layer
2.5 may be used as the identifier for multiplexing at the exit
port.

When the OpenFlow protocol in Non Patent Literature 2 is
used for the control commands, an Action in Flow Mod mes-
sage can be used as the action. As the Action in Flow Mod
message, the output port is specified using an OUTPUT com-
mand. In addition, an action for updating an IP ToS bits field
to zero may be added when the flow identifier is written in the
IP ToS bits field. When the TAG-VLAN ID is used as the
identifier for multiplexing the network at the exit port, an
action for rewriting the TAG VALN ID may be added. An
action in Flow Mod message other than those mentioned
above may be of course included.

The packet control command generation unit 110 gener-
ates the control commands for causing each of the second
nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 to hold the packet handling opera-
tion (flow entry) and to execute a specific process, and then
transmits the control commands to the second nodes (OFSs)
210 and 220 through the node communication unit 101.

Specifically, the packet control command generation unit
110 generates, for the second node (OFS) 210, the command
for modifying the header of the packet to be processed so that
the header of the packet includes the flow identifier, the com-
mand for changing the transmitting destination layer 2
address of the packet to the layer 2 address of the input port
(input port to be used for communication with the first node
(L2SW) 260) of the second node (OFS) 220 on the exit side
read from the node information storage unit 109, and the
command corresponding to the action associated with the
flow identifier read from the flow identifier management unit
108.

Assume that the flow identifier is included in the packet
header. Then, the field of a layer (higher-order layer than a
layer 2) not to be referred to by the first node (L2SW) when
the first node (L2SW) forwards the packet is used. In the case
of'an IP packet, for example, a service type field, an IP option
field, or an ID field can be used. When the first node (L2SW)
260 uses the identifier for multiplexing the network, the
packet control command generation unit 110 can also gener-
ate a command for giving this identifier for multiplexing.

In addition to the transmitting destination layer 2 address
of the packet, the transmission source layer 2 address of the
packet may be changed at the second node (OFS) 210. In this
case, the packet control command generation unit 110 gen-
erates a command for changing the transmission source layer
2 address of the packet to the layer 2 address which has been
read from the node information storage unit 109 and will be
used by the second node (OFS) 210 for communication with
the first node (L2SW) 260.

When the OpenFlow protocol described in Non Patent
Literature 2 is used for these control commands, a Flow Mod
(packet handling operation (flow entry) add command) speci-
fying the transmitting destination layer 3 address can be used
as a Match condition. Specifically, in the action field of the
Flow Mod, a SET_NW_TOS command can be set to change
the flow identifier, a SET_DL_DST command can be set to
change the destination layer 2 address, and the OUTPUT
command can be set to cause output from the output portto be
executed. When the TAG-VLAN ID is used as the identifier
for multiplexing the network at the first node 260, a process of
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setting a SET_VLAN_ID command and then giving the
TAG-VLAN ID to the packet is added.

When the packet handling operation (flow entry) associ-
ated with a packet received from the first node (L2SW) cannot
be found as a result of search of the flow table, the second
node (OFS) 210 can set the received packet to be discarded.
Specifically, when the second node (OFS) 210 receives the
packet other than a packet for checking electrical conduction
of'the path at a port thereof used for communication with the
first node (L2SW) 260, a packet handling operation (flow
entry) for dropping (discarding) this packet can be set in a
low-order position of the flow table, thereby avoiding trans-
mission of the Packet-In message to the control apparatus
(OFC) 100A. With respect to a broadcast packet as well, the
priority of the broadcast packet may be set to be low and may
be set to be dropped (discarded) in advance, thereby avoiding
transmission of the Packet-in message to the control appara-
tus (OFC) 100A. With such settings, a load on the control
apparatus (OFC) 100A can be reduced.

For the second node (OFS) 220, the packet control com-
mand generation unit 110 identifies the flow according to the
flow identifier of the packet received at the input port of the
second node (OFS) 220, which has been modified at the
second node (OFS) 210, and then reads the layer 2 address of
the external node associated with the transmitting destination
layer 3 address from the external node layer 2 address storage
unit 111. Then, the packet control command generation unit
110 generates the command for changing the transmitting
destination layer 2 address of the packet to the layer 2 address
of'the external node. The packet control command generation
unit 110 also generates the command for specifying the action
associated with the flow (matching rule). If necessary, the
packet control command generation unit 110 may generate a
command for adding the identifier for multiplexing the net-
work to the header of the packet.

As the flow identifier, the flow identifier capable of
uniquely identifying the flow may be used. One or both of the
transmitting destination layer 3 address and the transmission
source layer 3 address may be incorporated to allow identifi-
cation of the flow and the identifier for multiplexing the layer
2. In addition to these generation methods of the flow identi-
fier, another method of incorporating the input port into the
flow identifier, for use, may also be adopted.

The second node (OFS) 220 may change the transmission
source layer 2 address of the packet, in addition to the trans-
mitting destination layer 2 address of the packet. In this case,
the packet control command generation unit 110 may read the
layer 2 address associated with the transmission source layer
3 address from the external node layer 2 address storage unit
111, and may generate a command for changing the transmis-
sion source layer 2 address of the packet.

When the OpenFlow protocol described in Non Patent
Literature 2 is used for these control commands, the Flow
Mod specifying the IP ToS bits field can be used as a Match
condition. The Flow Mod specifying one or both of the trans-
mission source layer 3 address and the transmitting destina-
tion layer 3 address can be used according to the assigned
flow identifier. Specifically, in the action field of the Flow
Mod, the SET_DIL._DST command can be set to change the
destination layer 2 address, and the OUTPUT command can
be set to cause output from the output port to be executed. In
this case, the IP ToS bits field may be updated to zero by the
SET_NW_TOS command. When the TAG-VLAN ID is used
as the identifier for multiplexing the network, an action of
giving the TAG VL AN ID to the packet is added.

When the second node (OFS) 220 receives a packet other
than a packet for checking electrical conduction of the path at
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a port thereof used for communication with the first node
(L2SW) 260, a packet handling operation (flow entry) for
setting the priority of this packet to be low and dropping
(discarding) this packet can be set, thereby avoiding trans-
mission of the Packet-In message to the control apparatus
(OFC) 100A. With respect to a broadcast packet as well, the
priority of the broadcast packet may be set to be low and may
be set to be dropped (discarded) in advance, thereby avoiding
transmission of the Packet-in message to the control appara-
tus (OFC) 100A. With such settings, a load on the control
apparatus (OFC) 100A can be reduced.

A method of indirectly controlling the first node (L2SW)
260 by the control apparatus (OFC) 100A will be described
now. When the first node (L2SW) 260 includes a function of
learning an address table used for packet forwarding, like a
switching hub, the packet control command generation unit
110 controls the second node (OFS) 220 to periodically gen-
erate and transmit a leaning packet whose transmission
source layer 2 address is set to the layer 2 address of the port
of the second node (OFS) 220 to the first node(s) (L2SW)
260. With this arrangement, the first node (L2SW) 260 can be
made to update the address table. There can also be adopted a
method of causing the first node (L2SW) 260 to rewrite the
address table used for packet forwarding through the second
nodes 210 and 220 so that a packet addressed to the layer 2
address of the second node (OFS) 220 arrives at the second
node (OFS) 220, instead of transmitting the learning packet.

Preferably, the transmission interval of the learning packet
or the update interval of the address table is less than a
time-out value for each entry in the address table (e.g., less
than 300 seconds when the first node (L2SW) 260 is the
switching hub and when a time-out value for the MAC
address table is the initial value of 300 seconds).

Next, operation of this exemplary embodiment will be
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5. When the
external node 3105 (whose IP address=192.168.0.2) trans-
mits a packet to the external node 3205 (whose IP
address=192.168.1.4) as shown in FIG. 4 (in step S001), the
second node 210 transmits the (Packet-in) message request-
ing packet handling operation (flow entry) setting to the con-
trol apparatus (OFC) 100A.

The control apparatus (OFC) 100A that has received the
(Packet-in) message requesting the packet handling operation
(flow entry) setting executes a series of operations shown in
FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 5, when the node-communication unit
101 obtains information on the packet to be processed
received through the Packet-in message (in step Al), the
processing target packet information acquisition unit 103
obtains the transmitting destination layer 3 address (IP
address=192, 168.1.4) of the packet to be processed from the
node communication unit 101 (in step A2).

Based on the layer 3 destination address (IP address=192,
168.1.4), the path search unit 104 obtains the second node
(OFS) 220 that will be the transmitting destination and the
flow (matching rule) from the external node position infor-
mation storage unit 105 to search a path according to the
network topology stored in the topology information storage
unit 106 (in step A3).

Next, the packet handling operation generation unit 107
refers to the flow identifier management unit 108, generates a
flow identifier and an action to be given to the packet belong-
ing to the flow, and then generates a packet handling operation
(flow entry) to be set in each of the second nodes (OFSs) 210
and 220 (in step A4).

Finally, the packet control command generation unit 110
transmits to each of the second nodes (OFSs) 210 and 220 the
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commands for control including setting of the packet han-
dling operation, through the node communication unit 101 (in
step A5).

As a result, as shown in step S002 in FIG. 4, the packet
handling operation (flow entry) for respectively rewriting the
transmission source layer 2 address and the transmitting des-
tination layer 2 address to the layer 2 address (MAC #1-2) of
the transmission port of the second node (OFS) 210 and the
layer 2 address (MAC #2-2) of the second node (OFS) 220 on
the exit side and giving the flow identifier to the IP ToS bits
field is set in the second node (OFS) 210.

Further, as shown step S003 in FIG. 4, the packet handling
operation (flow entry) for respectively rewriting the transmis-
sion source layer 2 address and the transmitting destination
layer 2 address to the layer 2 address (VRouter) of the second
node (OFS) 220 and the layer 2 address (SV #4) of the
external node 3206 of a transmitting destination and then
outputting the packet according to the flow identifier given to
the IP ToS bits field is set in the second node (OFS) 220.

Further, since the control apparatus (OFC) 100A causes the
second node (OFS) 220 to periodically flood the learning
packet, port information for forwarding the learning packet to
the second node (OFS) 220 is learned by the first node 260.

With the above arrangement, forwarding of the packet
using the path as shown in a thick arrow line in the lower stage
on the page of FIG. 4 is achieved. In this case, a packet to be
forwarded using the same path can also be distinguished by a
flow identifier given to the packet and a VLAN TAG to be
given as necessary.

As described above, according to this exemplary embodi-
ment, even in the network where the first nodes 260 that
cannot be directly controlled by the control apparatus (OFC)
100A coexist, a desired path can be set without being con-
strained by the number of external nodes, and a different flow
having the same layer 3 address can be distinguished.

Further, as described above, in this exemplary embodi-
ment, the action of giving or changing the identifier such as
the VLAN TAG for identifying a multiplexed network is
executed. The network can be thereby multiplexed at the
output port of the second node 220 on the exit side.

Though omitted in the above-mentioned exemplary
embodiment, a packet other than a packet to be processed,
e.g.,alayer 2 packet other than the IP packet can be forwarded
using the Packet-In message and a Packet-Out message for
the control apparatus (OFC) 100A, as shown in FIG. 6. With
this arrangement, even if the priority of a packet other than a
specified packet is set to be low and the packet other than the
specified packet is set to be dropped (discarded) at the second
nodes 210 and 210, the layer 2 packet can be forwarded.

Though omitted in the above-mentioned exemplary
embodiment, electrical conduction between ports of the first
nodes 260 may be, of course, regularly checked by unicast.

SECOND EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT

Next, a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention obtained by modifying the first exemplary embodi-
ment will be described. FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an
overall configuration ofthe second exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. The second exemplary embodiment is
different from the first exemplary embodiment in that a sec-
ond node (OFS) 230 not connected to any external node is
added between a second node (OFS) 210 and a first node(s)
(L2SW) 260 and that a second node (OFS) 240 connected to
external nodes 330a and 3305 is added to a second node
(OFS) 220.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

Hereinafter, a configuration where the second nodes are
directly connected to each other will be referred to as a sub-
domain. Referring to FIG. 7, the second node (OFS) 210 and
the second node (OFS) 230 will be referred to as a subdomain
1, the second node (OFS) 220 and the second node (OFS) 240
will be referred to as a subdomain 2. Then, an entirety includ-
ing the first nodes between the subdmains 1 and 2 as well as
the subdomains 1 and 2 will be referred to as a domain.

A control apparatus 100A in the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention has an approximately
same configuration as the control apparatus 100A in the first
exemplary embodiment except that a node communication
unit 101 is connected to the second nodes (OFS) 210 to 240.
Thus, a description will be given, centering on a difference in
operation.

The following description will be given, assuming that a
path search unit 104 of the control apparatus 100A has
searched a path from the second node (OFS) 210 to the second
node (OFS) 240 through the second node (OFS) 230, the first
nodes (.2SW) 260, and the second node (OFS) 220, for a
packet addressed to the external node 3305 from an external
node 31054.

In this case, a packet handling operation generation unit
107 assigns a unique ID (hereinafter referred to as a flow
identifier) capable of uniquely identifying a flow in the sub-
domain (subdomain 2) to which the second node (OFS) in the
final stage of the path (closest to the exit side) belongs. The
second exemplary embodiment is different from the first
exemplary embodiment in this respect.

A packet control command generation unit 110 generates
and transmits control commands to the second node (OFS)
210, the second node (OFS) 230, the second node (OFS) 220,
and the second node (OFS) 240 through the node communi-
cation unit 101.

Specifically, the packet control command generation unit
110 generates, for the second node (OFS) 210, the command
for forwarding the packet to be processed to the second node
(OFS) 230. The packet control command generation unit 110
may also generate a command for changing the transmitting
destination layer 2 address of the packet to be forwarded to an
arbitrary ID for identifying the flow, thereby identifying the
flow at the second node within the same subdomain, using the
transmitting destination layer 2 address.

The packet control command generation unit 110 gener-
ates, for the second node (OFS) 230, the command for modi-
fying the header of the packet to be processed so that the
header includes the flow identifier. The packet control com-
mand generation unit 110 obtains the layer 2 address of the
input port of the second node (second node 220 in FIG. 7) for
the first node 260, disposed in the subsequent stage of the first
node 260 on the path and then generates the command for
changing the transmitting destination layer 2 address of the
packet to the obtained layer 2 address. The packet control
command generation unit 110 generates the command for
specifying the flow (matching rule) at the second node 230.

As in the first exemplary embodiment, a field not to be
referred to when the first node 260 forwards the packetis used
as the storage field of the flow identifier. In the case of an IP
packet, for example, a service type field, an IP option field, or
an ID field can be used. When an identifier for multiplexing
the network is used at the first node 260, the packet control
command generation unit 110 generates a command for giv-
ing the identifier for multiplexing.

The packet control command generation unit 110 may read
the layer 2 address of the port of the second node 230 con-
nected to the first node 260 from the node information storage
unit 109 and then may generate a command for changing the
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transmission source layer 2 address of the packet to be pro-
cessed to the layer 2 address of the second node.

The packet control command generation unit 110 gener-
ates, for the second node (OFS) 220, the command for for-
warding the packet that has been modified at the second node
(OFS) 230 and then has been received from the input port of
the first node 260 to the second node (second node 240 in F1G.
7) onthe exit side according to the flow identifier in the header
of the packet. The packet control command generation unit
110 may also generate a command for changing the transmit-
ting destination layer 2 address of the packet to be forwarded
to the arbitrary ID for identifying the flow, thereby identitying
the flow at the second node within the same subdomain, using
the transmitting destination layer 2 address. In this case, the
reception destination layer 2 address may be used instead of
the transmitting destination layer 2 address. Alternatively,
both of the reception destination layer 2 address and the
transmitting destination layer 2 address may be combined, for
use.

For the second node (OFS) 240, the packet control com-
mand generation unit 110 obtains the layer 2 address of the
external node associated with the layer 3 address of the trans-
mitting destination from an external node layer 2 address
storage unit 111 for the packet that has been modified at the
second node (OFS) 230 and then has been received from the
second node (OFS) 220. Then, the packet control command
generation unit 110 generates the command for changing the
transmitting destination layer 2 address of the packet to be
processed to the obtained layer 2 address, and generates the
command for outputting the packet from the corresponding
port of the second node (OFS) 240 according to the flow
identifier of the packet to be processed. If necessary, a com-
mand for adding the identifier for multiplexing the network to
the header is generated, if necessary.

Alternatively, the packet control command generation unit
110 may read the layer 2 address corresponding to the trans-
mission source layer 3 address from the external node layer 2
address storage unit 111, and then may generate a command
for changing the transmission source layer 2 address of the
packet to be processed to the layer 2 address as read.

As described above, the present invention can be imple-
mented even in the environment where three or more of the
second nodes are respectively connected to the external nodes
to constitute the subdomains.

In the above-mentioned second exemplary embodiment,
the unique ID (hereinafter referred to as the flow identifier)
capable of uniquely identifying the flow is assigned in the
subdomain (subdomain 2) to which the second node (OFS) in
the final stage of the path (closet to the exit side) belongs.
However, the flow identifier alone may be assigned or the [.2
and [.3 addresses and the flow identifier may be combined to
be assigned at the first node 260.

The packet control command generation unit 110 gener-
ates, for the second node (OFS) 220, the command for for-
warding the packet to be processed to the second node (OFS)
240. The packet control command generation unit 110 may
also generate the command for changing the destination layer
2 address of the packet to the arbitrary ID for identifying the
flow at the second node (OFS) 220, thereby identifying the
flow at the second node within the same subdomain, using the
destination layer 2 address.

The above description was directed to the preferred exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention. The present
invention is not, however, limited to the exemplary embodi-
ments described above. Further modification, replacement,
and adjustment may be added without departing from the
basic technical concept of the present invention. In the above-
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mentioned first exemplary embodiment, for example, the
description was given, showing the configuration including
two of the second nodes, four of the first nodes, and four of the
external nodes. The respective numbers of the second nodes,
the first nodes, and the external nodes are not limited to these
values.

In each exemplary embodiment described above, the
description was given, assuming that each external node is
directly connected to the second node. The present invention
can also be applied to a configuration in which a first node or
a second node belonging to a different network is interposed
between the external node and the second node.

In each exemplary embodiment described above, the

description was given, assuming that the OpenFlow Switch
described in Non Patent Literature 2 is used as the second
node. A relay apparatus other than the OpenFlow Switch can
also be used if the relay apparatus can identify a specific flow,
can rewrite an arbitrary header field, and can execute a packet
forwarding process, according to an external command. A
configuration can also be adopted where a relay apparatus
capable of setting a path and rewriting a packet by specifying
an arbitrary packet match condition using the CLI (command
line interface) via Telnet.
Modifications and adjustments of the exemplary embodi-
ments are possible within the scope of the overall disclosure
(including claims) of the present invention, and based on the
basic technical concept of the invention. Various combina-
tions and selections of various disclosed elements are pos-
sible within the scope of the claims of the present invention.
That is, the present invention of course includes various varia-
tions and modifications that could be made by those skilled in
the art according to the overall disclosure including the claims
and the technical concept.

Finally, preferred modes of the present invention will be
summarized.
<First Mode>
(See the communication system in the first aspect described
above)<

SECOND EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT

The communication system according to the first mode,
wherein the control apparatus includes a node information
storage unit that stores address information given to each port
of'the at least one second node connected to the first node(s);
and
the control apparatus causes the second node located
upstream of the first node(s) to rewrite the address informa-
tion of the packet header on a destination to the address
information of the second node by referring to the node infor-
mation storage unit.
<Third Mode>
The communication system according to the first or second
modes, wherein

the control apparatus includes an external node address
storage unit that stores address information of an external
node(s) connected to each of the at least one second node; and

the control apparatus causes the second node located on the
exit side to change the address information changed by the
second node located upstream of the first node(s) to the
address information of the external node, by referring to the
external node address storage unit.
<Fourth Mode>
The communication system according to any one of the first
to third modes, wherein

the control apparatus causes the second node connected to
the first node to transmit a learning packet at a predetermined
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time interval to update the address table of the first node, the
learning packet causing the first node to learn the address
information of the first node.
<Fifth Mode>
The communication system according to the fourth mode,
wherein

the control apparatus causes the second node to transmit a
learning packet at a time interval shorter than a time-out
period for an entry in the address table held by the first node.
<Sixth Mode>
The communication system according to any one of the first
to fifth modes, wherein

the control apparatus causes the second node(s) to give an
identifier for multiplexing a network to one of header fields of
the packet to be transmitted.
<Seventh Mode>
The communication system according to any one of the first
to sixth modes, wherein

the at least one second node is set to discard the received
packet when the packet handling operation associated with
the received packet cannot be found as a result of matching of
the packet received from the first node against the matching
rule.
<Eighth Mode>
The communication system according to any one of the first
to seventh modes, wherein

the address information is a MAC address (Media Access
Control Address), and the first node is a layer 2 switch that
forwards the packet by referring to a MAC address table as the
address table.
<Ninth Mode>
The communication system according to any one of the first
to eighth modes, wherein

the control apparatus at least gives an identifier that is
unique in a subdomain where the second nodes are directly
connected, as the flow identification information.
<Tenth Mode>
(See the control apparatus in the second aspect described
above)
<Eleventh Mode>
(See the communication method in the third aspect described
above)
<Twelfth Mode>
(See the program in the fourth aspect described above)

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

100, 100A control apparatus (OFC)

101 node communication unit

102 setting information acquisition unit

103 processing target packet information acquisition unit
104 path search unit

105 external node position information storage unit
106 topology information storage unit

107 packet handling operation generation unit

108 flow identifier management unit

109 node information storage unit

110 packet control command generation unit

111 external node layer 2 address storage unit
210~240 second node (OFS)

260 first node (L2SW)

310a-3305 external node

What is claimed is:

1. A communication system, comprising:

a first node that forwards a received packet by referring to
an address table associating a port(s) of an own first
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node(s) and address information of a node(s) to which
the received packet may be forwarded from the port(s);

at least one second node disposed on each of an entry side
and an exit side of a packet forwarding path that passes
via the first node(s), each of the at least one second node
comprising a packet processing unit that processes the
received packet according to a packet handling opera-
tion associating a process to be applied to the packet and
a matching rule for identifying the packet to which the
process is to be applied; and

a control apparatus that sets the packet handling operation
in each of the second nodes;

the control apparatus comprising:

a path search unit that determines a packet forwarding path,
at least one second node located on the exit side of the
packet forwarding path, and an output port of the second
node located on the exit side of the packet forwarding
path in order to transmit the packet belonging to a new
flow to a target address, based on a request from the at
least one second node located on the entry side; and

apacket control command generation unit, the packet con-
trol command generation unit setting in one of the at
least one second node located upstream of the first node
on the packet forwarding path a packet handling opera-
tion for writing flow identification information associ-
ated with the output port in a field of a packet header not
to be referred to when the first node forwards the packet
and rewriting address information in the packet header
such that the packet arrives at the second node on the exit
side, and then causing the packet to be forwarded, the
packet control command generation unit setting in the
second node located on the exit side of the packet for-
warding path a packet handling operation for causing the
packet with the flow identification information given
thereto to be transmitted from the port associated with
the flow identification information.

2. The communication system according to claim 1,
wherein the control apparatus includes a node information
storage unit that stores address information given to each port
of'the at least one second node connected to the first node(s);
and

the control apparatus causes the second node located
upstream of the first node(s) to rewrite the address infor-
mation of the packet header on a destination to the
address information of each of the second nodes by
referring to the node information storage unit.

3. The communication system according to claim 2,
wherein the control apparatus includes an external node
address storage unit that stores address information of an
external node connected to the at least one second node; and
the control apparatus causes the second node located on the
exit side to change the address information changed by the
second node located upstream of the first node(s) to the
address information of the external node, by referring to the
external node address storage unit.

4. The communication system according to claim 1,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node con-
nected to the first node to transmit a learning packet at a
predetermined time interval to update the address table of the
first node, the learning packet causing the first node to learn
the address information of the first node.

5. The communication system according to claim 4,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node to
transmit a learning packet at a time interval shorter than a
time-out period for each entry in the address table held by the
first node.
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6. The communication system according to claim 1,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node(s) to
give an identifier for multiplexing a network to one of header
fields of the packet to be transmitted.

7. The communication system according to claim 1,
wherein each of the at least one second node is set to discard
the received packet when the packet handling operation asso-
ciated with the received packet cannot be found as a result of
matching ofthe packet received from the first node against the
matching rule.

8. The communication system according to claim 1,
wherein the address information comprises a MAC address
(Media Access Control Address), and the first node comprises
a layer 2 switch that forwards the packet by referring to a
MAC address table as the address table.

9. The communication system according to claim 1,
wherein the control apparatus at least gives an identifier that
is unique in a subdomain where the second nodes are directly
connected, as the flow identification information.

10. A control apparatus, connected to a first node(s) that
forwards a received packet by referring to an address table
associating a port(s) of an own first node(s) and address
information of a node(s) to which the received packet may be
forwarded from the port(s), and at least one second node
disposed on each of an entry side and an exit side of a packet
forwarding path that passes via the first node(s), each of the at
least one second node comprising a packet processing unit
that processes the received packet according to a packet han-
dling operation associating a process to be applied to the
packet and a matching rule for identifying the packet to which
the process is to be applied, the control apparatus comprising:

apath search unit that determines a packet forwarding path,

one of the at least one second node located on the exit
side of the packet forwarding path, and an output port of
the second node located on the exit side of the packet
forwarding path in order to transmit the packet belong-
ing to a new flow to a target address, based on a request
from one of the at least one second node located on the
entry side; and

apacket control command generation unit, the packet con-

trol command generation unit setting in one of the at
least one second node located upstream of the first node
on the packet forwarding path a packet handling opera-
tion for writing flow identification information associ-
ated with the output port in a field of a packet header not
to be referred to when the first node forwards the packet
and rewriting address information in the packet header
such that the packet arrives at the second node on the exit
side, and then causing the packet to be forwarded, the
packet control command generation unit setting in the
second node located on the exit side of the packet for-
warding path a packet handling operation for causing the
packet with the flow identification information given
thereto to be transmitted from the port associated with
the flow identification information.

11. A communication method by a control apparatus, con-
nected to a first node(s) that forwards a received packet by
referring to an address table associating a port(s) of an own
first node(s) and address information of a node to which the
received packet may be forwarded from the port and at least
one second node disposed on each of an entry side and an exit
side of a packet forwarding path that passes through the first
node, each ofthe at least one second node comprising a packet
processing unit that processes the received packet according
to a packet handling operation associating a process to be
applied to the packet and a matching rule for identifying the
packet to which the process is to be applied, the communica-
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tion method being for causing the packet to be forwarded
from one of the at least one second node on the entry side to
one of the at least one second node on the exit side via the first
node, the communication method comprising:

determining a packet forwarding path, the second node

located on the exit side of the packet forwarding path,
and an output port of the second node located on the exit
side of the packet forwarding path in order to transmit
the packet belonging to a new flow to a target address,
based on a request from the second node located on the
entry side;

setting in one of the at least one second node located

upstream of the first node on the packet forwarding path
a packet handling operation for writing flow identifica-
tion information associated with the output port in a field
of a packet header not to be referred to when the first
node forwards the packet and rewriting address infor-
mation in the packet header such that the packet arrives
at the second node on the exit side, and then causing the
packet to be forwarded; and

setting in the second node located on the exit side of the

packet forwarding path a packet handling operation for
causing the packet with the flow identification informa-
tion given thereto to be transmitted from the port asso-
ciated with the flow identification information.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a program for a computer comprising a control appa-
ratus connected to a first node(s) that forwards a received
packet by referring to an address table associating a port(s) of
an own first node and address information of a node(s) to
which the received packet may be forwarded from the port
and at least one second node disposed on each of an entry side
and an exit side of a packet forwarding path that passes
through the first node, the at least one second node compris-
ing a packet processing unit that processes the received packet
according to a packet handling operation associating a pro-
cess to be applied to the packet and a matching rule for
identifying the packet to which the process is to be applied,
the program causing the computer to execute the processes of:

determining a packet forwarding path, one of the at least

one second node, located on the exit side of the packet
forwarding path, and an output port of the second node,
located on the exit side of the packet forwarding path in
order to transmit the packet belonging to a new flow to a
target address, based on a request from one of the at least
one second node located on the entry side;

setting in one of the at least one second node, located

upstream of the first node on the packet forwarding path
a packet handling operation for writing flow identifica-
tion information associated with the output port in a field
of a packet header not to be referred to when the first
node forwards the packet and rewriting address infor-
mation in the packet header such that the packet arrives
at the second node on the exit side, and then causing the
packet to be forwarded; and

setting in the second node located on the exit side of the

packet forwarding path a packet handling operation for
causing the packet with the flow identification informa-
tion given thereto to be transmitted from the port asso-
ciated with the flow identification information.

13. The communication system according to claim 2,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node con-
nected to the first node to transmit a learning packet at a
predetermined time interval to update the address table of the
first node, the learning packet causing the first node to learn
the address information of the first node.
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14. The communication system according to claim 13,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node to
transmit a learning packet at a time interval shorter than a
time-out period for each entry in the address table held by the
first node.

15. The communication system according to claim 3,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node con-
nected to the first node to transmit a learning packet at a
predetermined time interval to update the address table of the
first node, the learning packet causing the first node to learn
the address information of the first node.

16. The communication system according to claim 15,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node to
transmit a learning packet at a time interval shorter than a
time-out period for each entry in the address table held by the
first node.

17. The communication system according to claim 2,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node(s) to
give an identifier for multiplexing a network to one of header
fields of the packet to be transmitted.

18. The communication system according to claim 3,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node(s) to
give an identifier for multiplexing a network to one of header
fields of the packet to be transmitted.

19. The communication system according to claim 4,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node(s) to
give an identifier for multiplexing a network to one of header
fields of the packet to be transmitted.

20. The communication system according to claim 5,
wherein the control apparatus causes the second node(s) to
give an identifier for multiplexing a network to one of header
fields of the packet to be transmitted.
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